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For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  I Tim. 1:7
That sounds like something I want in my life.

Who is this “spirit” Paul is telling his young disciple about?

Today we will look at who the Holy Spirit is, what has been His role throughout history, and what role He plays in our lives.

God is a triune being (three).  The Holy Spirit is the third person of the trinity.

We see the trinity working together at Jesus baptism.

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  Matt. 3:16-17
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 2 Cor. 13:14
Let’s start at the beginning.  Gen. 1:1-2

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Just as He does today in the dark and formless life of lost people.

In the Old Testament period of history (creation to birth of Christ), the Holy Spirit would “come upon” men.

Balaam - When Balaam looked out and saw Israel encamped tribe by tribe, the Spirit of God came upon him 3and he uttered his oracle:  Num. 24:2

Gideon - Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. Judges 6:34

Samson - Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. 6The Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. Judges 14:5-6

Elijah - The power of the LORD came upon Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. I Kings 18:46  (out ran chariot)
In the Old Testament period people lived according to their own ability to keep the law.  God could not dwell in them because they were sinful.

When Jesus came He died to take away our sins and to make us spiritually alive.

We have a new spirit.  We are now spiritually alive and the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  I Cor. 6:19

Goal is to live life by the Holy Spirit leading our spirit.
You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. Rom. 8:9

Q:  What would your life look like led completely by your body?
Q:  What does your life look like being led by your mind?

Q:  What could your life look like being led by the Holy Spirit?

This is where our HERO theme coming into view.  The God of creation who rules the universe has come to live in you.

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  I Tim. 1:7
We’ll examine each of these supernatural resources available to believers.

Power (boldness)

· To stand against fear, persecution, spiritual attack.

Ill. – My personality is not aggressive.  Sharing Gods’ truth.
Love (unconditional, agape)

· To love beyond what we are capable of.  To be able to forgive, reach-out.

Ill. –Two guys who started own company.
Self-discipline (sound mind)

· To have insight, wisdom, understanding, creative ideas.

Ill. – Computer issue recently.  Woke up with the answer.
Every problem we face in life, every weakness or failure can be traced to a lack of power, love, or insight.

Every problem can be overcome by God’s power, God’s love and God’s insight.
Example:  You lose your job.

Power – boldness to move forward, encourage family, pursue something new.
Love – Trust in God’s provision, forgive employer.

Insight – What to do, who to connect with, the next step each day.

Activity:   Think of a current problem you are facing and think about what the Holy Spirit can do by applying His power, His love, His insight into the situation.
Bottom line:  The Holy Spirit has been given to us by God to enable to fulfill the purpose for which we designed.  Jesus did no miracles until the Spirit of God came upon Him.  He trusted the Holy Spirit in Him to lead Him.  We need to a relationship with the Holy Spirit so we can live effectively.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Rom. 15:13
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Jesus said to His disciples it was better that He went away?  Can you imagine your life centered around Jesus for three years.  He is your leader, teacher, provider, miracle worker and He says it’s better that He goes away?
Can you imagine how the disciples felt, fear, alone, abandoned, unprotected.

In Acts you see them going into the upper room to pray and hide.

What happened?  The Holy Spirit came and with Him these supernatural gifting to strengthen us and help us reach others.
This is what Jesus promised.  
1. What role does the Holy Spirit play in the lives of believers?

2. How to connect with the Holy Spirit in you.
Let’s go back and look at John 14-16 and see what Jesus had promised the disciples.   What the Holy Spirit does in believers…
CONVICTION

When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  John 16:8
Ever hear, “convicted by his own conscience”, actually that is God.

He also convicts the world through us.  Even offended someone when you did nothing to them and you thought it was because you were a Christian (not because you were being a jerk)?  That is conviction of the world.

COUNSEL
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth.  Jn. 14:16-17  Counselor = advocate, stand-by.
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Jn. 14:26
What did Jesus say?  Trust me, don’t worry.

You do not always need an answer from God.  One these principles teach over & over.  On the day you need the wisdom it will be there, not before.

What am I going to do before?  Rest, trust, patience, faith!

Stop freaking out when God is saying, “Be still and know that I am God.”
COMFORT

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.  Acts 19:31

When you’re hurting and no one is there, God is with you, He’s in you.
REVELATION

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. John 16:13-14
Imparts spiritual truth (John 14:26; 1 Cor. 2:13–15)
We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 14The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.  1 Cor. 2:12-14
GUIDANCE

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Acts 13:2

PRAYER

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.  Rom. 8:26-27

PEACE AND JOY  (515 verses on the Holy Spirit this theme of peace & joy)
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, Rom. 14:17
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Rom. 15:13

FRUIT

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  Gal. 5:22-23

2.  How do we connect with the Holy Spirit?  How do we gain these benefits?
Jesus answered. “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, John 6:44.    The Father draws people by the Holy Spirit.

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.  Ezk. 36:26-27
Learn to listen, be sensitive.  Wait don’t rush.

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.   Heb. 4:12

The word of God separates.
Why women are more sensitive, (woman’s intuition).  They tend to process things more.  Men tend to react and make quick decisions.  They need to slow down and process and listen and wait on God.  Women need to learn to separate their emotions from what God is saying.  
Why couple are great whenever they are both operating in their strength, they compliment and confirm to each other what God is saying.

Come to me and listen; listen to me so you may live.   Isa. 55:3 
 

“Look! Here I stand at the door and knock. If you hear me calling and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal as friends.  Rev. 3:20
“But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep. 3“To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4“When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. Jn. 10:2-4
"My sheep know my voice"; I know them & they follow Me."  John 10:27 NCV
"I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,"   Rom. 9:1
conscience: G4893  suneideôsis  soon-i'-day-sis  co-perception, "together perceiving"

"Blessed are those who have a tender conscience, but the stubborn are headed for serious trouble."   Prov. 28:14 NLT

So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. Acts 24:16
Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,"  I Tim. 4:1-2

seared:  to render unsensitive.
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A recent Newsweek poll indicates 84% of Americans say they believe God performs miracles; 48% claim to have experienced or witnessed one. 
What does the Bible say?

1. Do miracles still occur?

2. Are they simply random acts of God or do we have any role to play?

Do miracles still occur?

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto My Father." John 14:12
We’ve talked about the role of the Holy Spirit to lead us, convict us, comfort and encourage us.  These are internal workings to help us live for God.

Today we are going to focus on the outward workings of the Holy Spirit not just in our lives but through our lives.  This is where the HERO emerges.

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.
1 Cor. 2:1-5
Question: What does your faith rest on men’s wisdom or God’s power.

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—5having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.  2 Tim. 3:1-5
There is a supernatural realm to life.  Paul said, “that which is unseen is more real than that which is seen.”

Within the invisible realm there is demonic activity taking place as well as God who is working.  We are not exempt from this spiritual battle.  We are actually the prize.  The enemy wants to destroy us and thus strike back at God.  God wants us to be secure and use us to bring others to Him.

Acts 2

What happened?  Power was released through the disciples.

"Waste of power is a tragedy. God does not waste the great power of his Spirit on those who want it simply for their own sake, to be more holy, or good, or gifted. His great task is to carry on the work for which Jesus sacrificed his throne and his life -- the redemption of fallen humanity."
Alan Redpath, The Life of Victory
We know about the miracles Jesus did.  It was a release of God’s power.  He did not attribute anything to Himself.
Look at Jesus own statements.

"God is more anxious to bestow his blessings on us than we are to receive them." 
-Augustine of Hippo

What is our role?

David saying “who knows”, but God may do something.

 2 Sam. 12:13-23.

v. 23 - He answered, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child live.’
v. 24 – went and comforted his wife. (You cannot help others when you are angry, bitter, questioning, rebelling against God.
He had this great understanding of what his role was and what God’s role was.

He was the servant the son of God who could approach God and appeal to His goodness, but he also understood that God is sovereign and in control and knows what is absolutely best.

If you woke this morning with breath you should be grateful.  You have no right to demand anything or to judge God by determining what is fair.

It is the balance between believing God with all my heart and standing in faith in God’s ability to perform a miracle and on the other hand trusting God’s wisdom.

Can we hold both views at once without them being opposing? YES.

Like I said last week, I want to go down in faith rather than live in unbelief.

I want to believe that my God loves me and will work everything out for my best.

We may wish to have certain gifts and even ask for them 

1 Corinthians 12:31,   "But eagerly desire the greater gifts";

These are not natural talents or learned behaviors.  These are supernatural gifts performed by the Holy Spirit through the believer.  

We simply cooperate and become a channel of God’s ability, an extension cord through which His power can travel.

Many do not like this.  This talk of faith and miracles makes them feel uncomfortable.  They like their religion rational, their God in His place.

These people really are covering pride which says I’m really in charge.  It is my abilities inspired by God.

Faith gets messy, it can get embarassing.

Next series:  Chasing the Lion –Grabbing life by the Mane.
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1.  Spiritual Gifts  
Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 

4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  I Cor. 12:1, 4-5
Three characteristics or missions of the church.

Three persons of the Trinity, each leading, influencing.

See handout on four views of the miraculous.  

I didn’t put scripture in oversimplified views but something to help you.

1.  Gifts -  charisma; a gift of grace, a free gift: - Holy Spirit – supernatural abilities.
2.  Service - diakonia; service, ministry:— Jesus – serving his body
3.  Working - energeôma; an effect, operation:— results  God – reaching out to lost people.   Acts 1:8 – power to be witnesses.
Churches tend to be characterized by one of these areas.

GIFTS CHURCH –
 
charismatic, worship, individual experience.
SERVICE CHURCH – 
small, close, family, hard to join and feel accepted.

OUTREACH CHURCH- 
seeker targeted, just “get ‘em in”, impersonal, lost in the crowd, soft message, don’t offend. 

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH showed balance, all extremes at once.

Miracles, prayer, worship, closeness sharing in common, and outreach.

This young church didn’t have any doctrine or guidelines, they just did what seemed natural and God did what was supernatural.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  Acts 2:42-47
All this happened because they we’re “filled with the Spirit”. The leaders and the people.
TESTIMONY – Jim Marshall, Adams & Marshall Homebuilders.

There are many gifts that God gives.  We do not own or control.  They are outworking of the Holy Spirit inside of us flowing through us.
See handout on Gifts of the Holy Spirit
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Testimony of Jim Marshall last week demonstrates walking with God and the power of God operating through our lives.
We are Called to Be filled with the Spirit.  

Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.  Acts 6:3
They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit;  Acts 6:5
News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.  Acts 11:22-24
What does it mean to be “filled with Spirit”, the “Spirit filled life”???
Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, let the Holy Spirit fill and control you. 19 Then you will sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, making music to the Lord in your hearts. 20 And you will always give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Eph. 5:18-20
Filled - G4137 ; to make full, to complete:—
be filled. There is a sermon in the mood, tense, voice and number of this verb: it is imperative mood, indicating a command; it is present tense, which in Greek represents aspect denoting continuous action—we are to be constantly or continuously filled; it is passive voice, indicating we are to allow this to be done to us; it is plural in number, meaning it applies to all believers. 
Level of drunkenness is measured by blood/alcohol levels. 

"You're drunk, disgustingly drunk!" "And you're ugly, disgustingly ugly! But tomorrow I shall be sober." - A drunken Winston Churchill responds to Bessie Braddock MP
If we measured your Spirit level would be intoxicated or completely dry and sober?

Comparison to drunkenness 
Effects of Alcohol 
· a relaxing effect 
· reduces tension 
· lowers inhibitions 
The real issue involved in the "filling" of the Holy Spirit was control.  Once we are controlled by (filled with) the Spirit, boldness and power follow.
Benefits of being filled with Spirit or full of the Holy Spirit

1.  Joy
The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 13:52

You (O Lord) have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and wine abound. In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.  Psalm 4:7- 8
2.  Overcome sin
So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. Gal. 5:16

Being full of Spirit not tempted to look to other stuff.  Start our days this way.

In the Romans, Galatians, & Ephesians passages “living or walking or being filled with the Spirit” are in the context of overcoming or as a deterrent to sin. 
3.  Know God’s will
…we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding  Col. 1:9
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Gal. 5:25

4. Witness
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8    “power”  Grk. “dunamis” where we get word, dynamite.
How am I filled with the Spirit?
“It is interesting that the Bible nowhere gives us a neat, concise formula for being filled with the Spirit.”  The Holy Spirit, Billy Graham

In speaking about the experience of the early Graham states, “They knew that the Spirit-filled life was he normal Christian life.”

If the Spirit is already in us how can we be filled?   Every area surrendered!

· Will is surrendered

· Mouth is yielded

· Time is yielded

· Rights are yielded

The same way you get drunk, you drink. Don’t stay drunk on one drink yesterday.
Infilling comes through worship, prayer, and meditating on God.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. Col. 3:16

Principle of “extreme balance”.  Filled with Spirit, filled with Word.

Need both.  Struggle in church has been to champion one “or” the other.  
These principles go hand in hand.  
Infilling with the Spirit comes in connecting with God in worship and prayer.

Infilling with God’s Word comes through reading and meditating, memorizing the Bible.

Those who hunger and thirst will be filled.  Matt. 5:6

John 4:13-14 - Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

John 7:39 – Out of your inner most being will flow rivers of living water.

Illustration:  Fill glass to overflowing.  People don’t let God into every area.

CAN YOU BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT WITHOUT BEING PENTECOSTAL?

How we release these gifts and the issue of speaking in tongues.

I am less concerned about how you believe the Holy Spirit initially entered your life (either at conversion of as a result of a second baptism), and more about if you are filled with the Spirit today.  Is He ruling, convicting, guiding you?

· John Piper
There is much needed corrective doctrinal instruction in the grammatical cases which this passive verb governs: the Dative case designates the filler, here, the Holy Spirit, necessitating an improvement in the English rendering to show we are filled not with but BY the Spirit; the Genitive case denotes what the vessel is filled with. When the verb “fill” is in the active voice, a third case, the Accusative, designates the vessel or whatever is filled. Note that the Holy Spirit is never said to fill us with Himself, but with gifts specified in the immediate context; here, gifts other than wine, gifts specified by the participles in the following verses, speaking (in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs), singing, giving thanks, and submitting. The filling of the Holy Spirit is always a reference to a filling with His gifts for service. 
Look carefully how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, redeeming the time because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, always and for everything giving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father.
The contrast with drunkenness is the key here. What do people go to alcohol for? For a happy hour. We all want to be happy, but there is a problem: "The days are evil." Notice the logic of verses 16-18:
The days are evil. Therefore don't be foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is and do not get drunk ... but be filled with the Spirit.
Where do you turn when the days are evil, when you are frightened or discouraged or depressed or anxious? Paul pleads with us: "Don't turn to alcohol, turn to the Spirit. Anything of value that alcohol can bring you, God the Holy Spirit can bring more." 

There are people who can't begin to whistle a happy tune or sing a song at work because they are so tense and anxious about life. But later in the evening at the tavern with a few drinks under their belt they can put their arms around each other and sing and laugh. All of us long to be carefree, uninhibited, happy. And the mounting tragedy of our own day, as in Paul's, is that increasing numbers of people (even Christians) believe that the only way they can find this child-like freedom is by drugging themselves with alcohol or other mind-benders. Such behavior dishonors God, and so Paul says: There is a better way to cope with the evil days -- be filled with the Spirit, stay filled with the Spirit. And you will know unmatched joy that sings and makes melody to the Lord.
The fundamental meaning of being filled with the Spirit is being filled with joy that comes from God and overflows in song. And Luke would agree with that, too, because he says in Acts 13:52, "The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit." To be sure, one of the marks of a person filled with the Spirit is that he is made strong to witness in the face of opposition (Acts 4:8, 31; 7:55; 13:9). But the reason for this is that "the joy of the Lord is your strength" (Nehemiah 8:10). "When you are happy in God you are a strong and brave witness to His grace. So I repeat, whatever joy or peace you find in alcohol, the Spirit of God can give you more. Even the psalmist of the Old Testament had experienced this. He says in Psalm 4:7- 8:
You (O Lord) have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and wine abound. In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.
Here, the effect of being drunk with (and therefore controlled by) wine is explicitly compared to that of being filled with the Spirit. Recall also that, on the day of Pentecost, Peter had to assure the crowd that the disciples, who were glorifying God in tongues, were not drunk, as they appeared to some to be. Acts 2:15. The word pleroo, moreover, is not used to refer to the Holy Spirit only. In Acts 5:3, for example, Peter asks the lying Ananias how it is that satan had so "filled" his heart that he had lied to the Holy Spirit. In this passage, the clear emphasis is on control, the force that drove Ananias. Similarly, in Philippians 1:11, Paul prayed that a church would be "filled with the fruits of righteousness", and Colossians 1:9-10 contains a prayer that another group would be filled with the knowledge of God's will that they "might walk worthy of the Lord." Ephesians 3:19 contains Paul's prayer that the Ephesian believers, having first understood by experience the depth of God's love, might be "filled with all the fullness (pleroma, a related noun) of God." It is this same fullness of God which dwelt bodily in Jesus, the Son who did not come to do his own will but the will of him who sent him and does only what he sees his Father doing. John 5:19-20, 6:38; Colossians 1:19. Thus, with the Son of God, as with us, the real issue involved in the "filling" of the Holy Spirit was control. Once we are controlled by (filled with) the Spirit, boldness and power follow.

The verb, plerousthe, is a second person, plural, present, imperative, passive verb. This is one lesson in Greek grammar that's worth understanding. 

The verb's mood is imperative. That means that it is a command. Be filled with the Spirit is not simply a suggestion. A true Christian must be filled with the Spirit. This is not some kind of optional spiritual delicacy to be tasted at our convenience. This is God's command to us. 

The verb's tense is present. In our English language we speak of things in three tenses: past, present, and future. The Greek verbal system is much more complex. The present tense used here refers to a continuous action. We could translate this to read “be being filled continuously.” It is an action which begins and is carried on. We're not called to simply be filled once. We are called to maintain the state of being filled continuously with the Spirit of God. 

The verb's voice is passive. That means that the subject is acted upon by another. Being filled with the Spirit is something that the Spirit does to us. He comes upon us. Our role is one of surrender. We simply give up and let the Lord take control. 

The verb is in the second person. It is addressed to you. The verb's number is plural. It is not simply addressed to you, but to all of you. It includes everyone. Whatever your situation in life, whatever your education, whatever your occupation, it doesn't matter. All are to be filled with Spirit. 
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