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Week 5: Walk/Don’t Walk

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children

“Imitators” grk. mimities —

Paul also gives us three ways to walk. Remember “walk” describes our per-
spective or how we view & live life.

vs. 2-7, “walk in love” as opposed to sexual impurity, and selfishness.
vs. 8-14, “walk in light” as opposed to previous life of darkness
vs. 15-21, “walk in wisdom” as opposed to foolishness

1. Walk in Love vs.

2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Verses 3 —13 tell us who NOT to imitate.

*But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of
any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy
people. *Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which
are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.

“greed” — why here? Because

“foolish talk” — “sexual suggestive comments”

“coarse joking” — grk. Language borrowed from

“rather thanksgiving” — “build up people by honoring and thanking them.”
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2. Walk in Light vs. Darkness

Descriptions of people walking in darkness...

At midday you will grope about like a blind man in the dark. You will be
unsuccessful in everything you do; day after day you will be oppressed and
robbed, with no one to rescue you. Deut. 28:29ff

Let their road be dark and slippery as the angel of the LORD chases them.
Psalm 35:6

God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. Elf we claim to have fellow-
ship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth...
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness. |1John 1:5-6,9

Paul emphasizes the
that should be evident.

3. Walk in Wisdom vs. Foolishness

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, **making
the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.

“Making the most of every opportunity” — every situation becomes an
opportunity to see God’s love, God’s light, God’s wisdom displayed.

YTherefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. **Do
not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with

the Spirit.

Paul uses drunkenness, something the Ephesians understood, to relate how
the Spirit influences us.

be filled with the Spirit, present linear active, “be continually being filled.”
“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and

make music in your heart to the Lord, °always giving thanks to God the
Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The key is
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