June 29, 2008

Indianapolis KINGDOMS IN CONFLICT

week 2: A Liberating Kingdom

The Kingdom You

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, *in which
you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those
who are disobedient. >All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.
Eph. 2:1-3

The Kingdom You

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field
grow. They do not labor or spin. **Yet I tell you that not even Solomon
in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. *If that is how God
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little
faith? *'So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall
we drink?” or ‘What shall we wear?’ **For the pagans run after all
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.
3But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well. **Therefore do not worry about tomor-
row, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trou-
ble of its own. Matt. 6:28-34

A taste of

... those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heav-

enly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, *who have tasted the

goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age,
Heb. 6:4-5
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Stop Start

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped
praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. °And we pray this in
order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge
of God, "being strengthened with all power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully
“giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheri-
tance of the saints in the kingdom of light. ®For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he
loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

*'Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds
because of your evil behavior. *?But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s
physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without
blemish and free from accusation—>if you continue in your faith, estab-
lished and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel.

Col. 1:9-14, 21-23

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, "®pecause anyone who
serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men.

Rom. 14:17-18
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This week:

Read Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7. Read it not from
the perspective of religious obligations you have to do in your own
strength, but how you can now live as a citizen of God’s Kingdom.

What are areas of life in which you find yourself striving instead of
living in God’s Kingdom?
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