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Weakness to Strength

Indianapolis

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every
way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Heb. 4:15

1. our weaknesses

| will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses.

"To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly
great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messen-
ger of Satan, to torment me. ®Three times | pleaded with the Lord to
take it away from me. °But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. ‘°That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.
For when | am weak, then | am strong. 2 Cor. 12:5, 7-10

Depend on the LORD and his strength; always go to him for help. |
Chron. 16:11

2. Turning weakness

And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, 3who
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained
what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched the
fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weak-
ness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle
and routed foreign armies. Heb. 11:32-34
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3. Therole of

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
Heb. 4:16

By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was
barren—was enabled to become a father because he considered him
faithful who had made the promise. Heb. 11:11

He gave Joseph wisdom and enabled him to gain the goodwill of Phar-
aoh king of Egypt; so he made him ruler over Egypt and all his palace.
Acts 7:10

He went on to say, “This is why | told you that no one can come to me
unless the Father has enabled him.” John 6:65

Weakness to Strength

¢ Commit this area to God.

e When you recognize a situation you are in stop and pray for God'’s
help?

e Watch and see what God does.

e Now faith grows, and you find yourself not getting stronger but
actually weaker and more dependent on God.

He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 30

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31
but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. Isa. 40:29-31

4.

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to
please ourselves. ’Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to
build him up. Rom. 15:1-2
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